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Crash Course European History: Viewing Guide 
Episode 5: European Expansion 

 
Terms to know from this episode: 

● Hernán Cortés 
● Viceroy 
● Encomienda 
● Bartolomé Las Casas 
● Francis Drake 

● East India Company 
● Corporation 
● Columbian Exchange 

 

1. Think about how you would communicate these ideas to a stranger who didn’t speak your language. 
How would you tell them how you got to school every day, what your favorite sport is, and what you 
want to do for a profession.  Which of the questions is hardest to communicate?  Why is it the hardest? 

 

 

2. Who said “We could not walk without treading on the bodies and heads of dead Indians.”  From your 
reading, what is he known for? 

 

3. Within a century, the population of native Americans had fallen perhaps by as much as ___________. 

4. What did a viceroy do? 

 

5. Given an example of how the Spanish took advantage of existing Incan systems to facilitate their 
domination. 

 

6. Production of what good flourished across the Carribean? 

 

7. What is an encomienda? 

 

8. Paraphrase what Bartolomé Las Casas said about Spanish treatment of native peoples? 
 
 



9. What does Our Lady of Guadalupe say about indigenous reactions to Christianization? 

 

10. “So the _____________________________________ , ______________________________, and  

other treasure-hungry people joined the ______________________________ in Atlantic piracy, which 
increased the wealth of many European kingdoms and individuals of course.”  

 

11. Name 2 functions of the new “corporations” like the East India Company and the United East India 
Company. 

 1. 2.  
 

12. After native Taino people mostly died from disease, the Spanish struggled to keep up sugar production 
in the Caribbean. When the British took over, who did they capture and forcefully import to work in 
sugar plantations?  

 

13. Spanish law that Native Americans could not be enslaved did not say that ________________ could 
not be enslaved.  So they forcefully imported people from these two continents: 

 
 

14. Name two food items brought from the Americas to Europe.  Name one food item and one animal 
brought from Europe to the Americas.  
 
 

15. Name one luxury item that came from the Americas to Europe: 
 
 

16. Name one successful British colony. 
 
 
 

17. Sum up how European colonization impacted indigenous people in the Americas. 
 
 
 
 

 

For more viewing guides, to book tutoring and review study tips created by Cathy Keller, the European 
History Educational Consultant for this Crash Course series, visit https://www.jumpaheadtutoring.com 
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