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Crash Course European History: Viewing Guide  
Episode 43: Decolonization 

Terms to know from this episode: 
●​ Decolonization 
●​ Bengal Famine of 1943 
●​ Partitition 
●​ Mao Zedong 
●​ Proxy war 

●​ Mau Mau movement 
●​ FLN ("Front de libération 

nationale" ) 
●​ neo-colonialism 
●​ Gamal Abdel Nasser 

 
1.​ For context, think back to New Imperialism. Where did Britain and France have colonies? List as many 

as you can remember here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.​ What were the first regions to achieve independence from European colonization in August 1947? 
 

3.​ What two groups in India had the British emphasized rivalries between to prevent people from unifying 
for independence? 
 
 
 

4.​ The British, as in many of their other colonies, stirred up rivalries between ________________________  
 
and_________________________________________________ groups to prevent unifying against 
colonial ruler. on the subcontinent with the aim of preventing people from a unified movement for 
independence.  
 

 
5.​ The first big areas to achieve independence were _____________________________________ and  

 
________________________________, which became independent in_______________________, 
after decades of activism and civil disobedience. 
  

6.​ ______________________________________’s communist forces took Control of China from Chinese 
Nationalists in October 1949 after they all helped defeat Japan in WWII, which heightened Cold War 
tensions. 
 

7.​ The Korean War and Vietnam war are often seen as _________________________________________ 
but can also be seen as wars of liberation if you shift perspective. 
 
 



8.​ Name one of the countries that had relatively peaceful liberation movements: 
 
 
 

9.​ In _______________________________________, the Mau Mau movement faced violence from white 
British settlers who fought hard against decolonization, including using concentration camps with high 
mortality rates.  Despite the violence, Kenya gained independence in ____________________. 
 

10.​In _____________________________________________ the FLN ("Front de libération nationale") 
gained power by widely publishing accounts of torture by the French military to turn public opinion.  The  
 
Algerians gained independence in ______________________________. 
 

11.​“Caribbean-born physician Frantz Fanon wrote globally influential books on race and the need for those 
ruled by Europeans to decolonize not just their countries but also their minds of the many European 
influences forced upon them.”  Nigerian leader Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti and many others did this by 
returning to: 
 
 
 

12.​When people moved from formerly colonized areas to Europe to escape the violence of decolonization, 
they were often employed in low-skill jobs, despite having been trained professionals at home.  In 
Europe, this led to an increase in:  
​
​
But in the countries they left, it led to: 
 
 

13.​Average life expectancy _________________________________ in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and 
East Asia after colonization 
 

14.​In 1956, 1956 in a failed attempt to prevent the leader Gamal Abdel Nasser from nationalizing the  
 
________________________________________________. 
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